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51ST CONGRESS,}

IJOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1st Session.

REPOR1'
{

No. 1231.

DANIEL T. HEDGES AND EDWARD B. SPALDING, EXECUTORS.

APRIL 4, 1t!90.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to
be printed.

Mr. BooTHMAN, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 4913. J

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.
R. 4913) providing for the payment of an amount found due by the
Court of Claims to the executors of Charles E. Hedges, deceased, submit
the followiug report.
This claim is for provisions, claimed to have been supplied to the
Yankton Sioux Indians by Charles E. Hedges, from November, 1866, to
May, 1867. The facts of the case are fully set forth in the findings of
the Oourt of Claims, to which this claim was referred during the Fiftieth
Congress, and are as follows :
[Court of Claims. Congressional Case No.l30. Danic>l T. Hedges and Edward B. Spalding, executors
of Charles E. Hedges, vs. 'Ihe United States.]
FINDINGS OF ll'ACT.

The claim in the above-entitled suit having been transmitted to this court by the
Committee on Claims of the House of Representatives, on the-- day of January,
1887, and the Att.orney-General having appearetl for tl10 defendant, and the suit
having been brought to a bearing on the-- day of April, 1887, the court, upon the
proofs and evidence, and after bearing William B. King, esq., of counsel for tho
claimants, and F. P. Dewees, esq., of counsel for the defendant, finds the following
facts:

L
Daniel T. Hedges and Edward B. Spalding are executors of Charles E. Hedges.
deceased, who was in the years 1866 and 1867 a licensed trader at the Yankton Sioux
Indtan Agency, in the Territory of Dakota.
II.

From November, 1866, until May, 1867, there were no provisions at said agency for
the subsistence of the Indians, belonging either to the United States or to said Indians.
The corn planted by the Indians in the spring of 1866 was a failure in consequence of
the destruction of the same uy the grasshoppers. The distribution ma<le to the Indians some time in the summer previous was by the 1st day of November exhausted,
so at that time the Indians were without provisions or the means of purchasing the
same.
III.
On the 1st day of November aforesaid P. H. Conger was. as he had been for some
time previous, the Indian agent at said place, and bad in his ha.mls as sucl1 between
$1,000 and $2,000, a sum very inadequate to the wants and necessity of said Indians.
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In order to relieve the hardship of the situation the said agent rcqucstctlsaiddeceasrd
to furnish said Indians provisions, consisting of flour, cofi'ee, sugar, and bacon. Some
time after the 1st day of November, and during the winter of 1f:566 and 1867, tho said
agent visited tho city ofWashington in order to confer with the Government in relation to the condition of said tribe. Upon the faith of and request so made by sai<l
~Lgent, t,he deceased, between the 1st day of November, 1860, and May 10, 1867, furnished said Indians flour, coffee, sugar, and bacon amounting to the sum of $11,329.
Tho said agent continue<! absent wt ·washington the most of said winter, and tho
provisions were furnished during his absence, as they had been before his departure
and after his return.

IV.
Up to the winter of 1<:::!66 tht~ United States hatl not furnished regular supplies or
provisions to the Yankton Sioux Indians; they had to rely upon the small balance
which was left of their annuities, after having purchased their clothing, and upon
what they could raise upon the agency lauds uyfarming, for subsistence. In the years
1866 and 1SG7 they v>cre in very destit nto cirenmstances. There were abont 2,!i00
dependent upon tho money in t.ho hands of the agent for support. At the time the
agent left said agency to confer with the nntboritiefl at Washington as to tho couclition of said Indians the deceased was assured by said agent that if he would ad van co
provisions for said Indians during his absence that he (the agent) would usc his official influence to induce the Government to pay deccclcnt. The suppliE\s fnrni~hed uy
Charles E. Hedges were necessary to tho support of the Indians, and without snell
supplies they wonld have died of starvation. The money mentioned as being in the
hands of the agent as aforesaid wns exhausted by him for the support of th~ Indians
before he left for Washington. The said provision~ were issued to the }Jelt<.l -tren of
the bands aud distributed by the bead-men among tbl) Indians. It does not nppcar
that lihe deceased or his administrators have receiYcd auy pay for said provision£,
either from the Government or from any other source.

Your committee have no doubt regarding the truth of the facts
found lJy the court, and think the claim ought to he paid <lS proYided
for in the bill. But for the purpose of making the burden bear more
lightly upon the annuities upon which payment must finally rest, we
think the bill should be amended by inserting at the end thereof, the
following: ~'As follows, one half thereof in one year from the passage
of this bill, and the balance in two years from the said passage.'' And
as thus amended we recommend the passage of the bill.
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